
Greetings HMS Families,

It is almost time to begin another school year. Staff returned last
week and they have been working hard to prepare for the return of
our students. We will be communicating lots of important
information through our newsletter during these next few weeks.
Please read carefully.

Remember to visit our HMSWebsite for upcoming news and events.

Important Dates
August 22 - New student orientation 1 pm - 2:30 pm
August 22 - 7th/ 8th Grade Open House 3 pm -4 pm
August 26 - 1st Day of School
September 5 - Back to School Night
September 18 - 3hr Early Dismissal for Students
September 25 - Student Fall Picture Day
October 3 - Rosh Hashanah - Schools and Offices Closed

Student School Day Hours: 8:30 - 3:15

6th Grade&New 7th and 8th Grade Orientation

http://hms.hcpss.org/


(August 22nd from 1 pm - 2:30 pm)

Students entering 6th grade will enter the building and report to
their advisory teacher’s classroom. Signs and staff will help direct
students to the correct locations. Parents and guardians will meet
in the gymwhile students are with their advisory teachers. This
orientation will serve as a time for students to see the school,
practice with their lockers, and learn more about HMS. For parents
and guardians, this will be a time for you to hear about the
transition to middle school and have a brief Q&A with the
Administration.

Link to Advisory List Below. Students will need to know their
Advisory teacher for the orientation.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a1RfahxTWSa53fV4vDSePhu41q_U8TS_/ed
it?usp=sharing&ouid=100483314131416196957&rtpof=true&sd=true

With new enrollments the names will be updated as needed.

New students entering 7th or 8th grade, will enter the building andmeet
the school counselors in the media center. These are students who are
entering as first-time students at HMS. During their time with their
counselor, they will learn about HMS, walk their schedule, and practice
their locker. Parents/guardians should plan to join us in the gym to learn
about the school and participate in a brief Q&A with the Administration.
Once you attend this new student orientation, you do not need to return
for the Open House.

Returning 7th/8th OpenHouse (August 22nd from3 pm -4 pm)

Students returning to HMS in grades 7 or 8 will have an opportunity to
stop by the school to walk their schedule and access their locker. This is
a self-guided opportunity as there is no formal presentation. This is not
a drop-off event. Students should be in the building with a responsible
adult. The event will end promptly at 4 p.m.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a1RfahxTWSa53fV4vDSePhu41q_U8TS_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100483314131416196957&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a1RfahxTWSa53fV4vDSePhu41q_U8TS_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100483314131416196957&rtpof=true&sd=true


This is not a required event, if a student isn’t able to make the
orientation or the open house, please do not worry. All information and
opportunities will be reviewed with students during the first week of
school.

Change of address
This is a reminder to all families that they are required by Policy 9000 to
notify HCPSS if they move to a new home address. Current residency
documentationmust be updated each time residency changes.

Student Schedules

Student schedules will be available via Synergy on August 21 at 8:00
am. Please note we are continuing to balance classes based on
changing enrollment and all students will receive a new printed
schedule on the first day of school, August 26. To access the schedule,
click on SYNERGY, and then click “Class Schedule” from the menu.
Please remind your child that they are reporting to their Advisory
class when they arrive on the first day of school.

After August 21 at 8:00 am: Directions for Finding Student Schedules,
Locker Information, Counselor, and Food Service (Cafeteria) Pin # for
current HMS students:

● Log into your Synergy account.
● Once in your account, click on Student Info on the left. There you will

see your counselor’s name as well as your Food Service (Cafeteria)
PIN number.

● To see your schedule, click on Class Schedule and you will see the
schedule. In the upper right, you can see Quarter 1, Quarter 2, Quarter
3, Quarter 4 or All. Our suggestion is to only show Quarter 1 so you
will see where you’re going on Day #1.

New to HCPSS students will not have an active account until the first day of school.

https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9000/


Schedule Questions or Concerns

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your student’s schedule
please complete the Google form listed below and your student’s school
counselor will get back to you.

https://forms.gle/NXiD5fJcJmtLrW9aA

Transportation
Student bus stop locations and pickup/dropoff times will be available
onWednesday, Aug. 21.

Walkers and Bike Riders

The student walk zone maps are available on each school’s website.
Scroll to the bottom of the site and select the 2023-2024 Walk Area Map
in the footer.

● Students who ride a bike to school, are encouraged to lock
their bike at the bike rack.

● I encourage you to take time now to familiarize your child with
their route to and from school.

● Map out and walk the route between your home and school to
ensure all roads, sidewalks, and pathways are familiar to your
child. In addition, review crosswalks and intersections that are safe
for crossing the road if required and review safe pedestrian tips
links to an external site. with your student. If you encounter any
issues regarding safety as you walk these routes with your student,
please contact the HCPSS Office of Student TransportationLinks to
an external site. to make HCPSS staff aware.

https://forms.gle/NXiD5fJcJmtLrW9aA
https://www.hcpss.org/schools/#direct
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FbfugGmkNJqaDOIXYkcXvEg~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRmrk8AP0RFaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vcm9hZC1zYWZldHkvI3BlZGVzdHJpYW5zVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpkyoAbzWR590AaUhRMSVNBX1NNSVRIQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7CLISA_SMITH%40HCPSS.ORG%7C08f01b44849242b177f708db9500e134%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638267603244743006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FtG%2BlNrx1JYs6S0juvTw8fJU0S1%2FigLTxmqEB0Qu4r8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FbfugGmkNJqaDOIXYkcXvEg~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRmrk8AP0RFaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vcm9hZC1zYWZldHkvI3BlZGVzdHJpYW5zVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpkyoAbzWR590AaUhRMSVNBX1NNSVRIQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7CLISA_SMITH%40HCPSS.ORG%7C08f01b44849242b177f708db9500e134%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638267603244743006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FtG%2BlNrx1JYs6S0juvTw8fJU0S1%2FigLTxmqEB0Qu4r8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FASLanEmJQAF5lzdR2vPesw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRmrk8AP0Q1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vI2NvbnRhY3RXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTKgBvNZHn3QBpSFExJU0FfU01JVEhAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C01%7CLISA_SMITH%40HCPSS.ORG%7C08f01b44849242b177f708db9500e134%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638267603244743006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ibaKqDHSOj7lQ8PNAQm7cwnDJNCCy8TLzK2R2GLmW5E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FASLanEmJQAF5lzdR2vPesw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRmrk8AP0Q1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vI2NvbnRhY3RXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTKgBvNZHn3QBpSFExJU0FfU01JVEhAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C01%7CLISA_SMITH%40HCPSS.ORG%7C08f01b44849242b177f708db9500e134%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638267603244743006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ibaKqDHSOj7lQ8PNAQm7cwnDJNCCy8TLzK2R2GLmW5E%3D&reserved=0


Lockers and Backpacks

Each student will have access to their assigned locker on the first day
of school. Students will also be allowed to carry their backpacks with
them throughout the day. Students may not bring their backpacks and
Chromebook to lunch and they will need to utilize their locker before
and after lunch. We encourage our students to utilize their lockers
throughout the day and only carry necessary items to class.

We know lockers are a big deal and also can be scary for students; we
will be here ready to show patience and care as your child works on
remembering their combination and how to open their locker.

Chromebooks

Each student will utilize their county-provided Chromebook. Our
rising 6th-grade students and new HCPSS students will receive their
Chromebooks soon. Information about Chromebooks, repair costs,
andmore are available here.

Cell Phones

Upon arrival at school, student's cell phones must be off and away all
day. Per HCPSS Policy 8080, student use of cell phones is not
permitted in Howard County middle schools during the school day.
Families are reminded that students must abide by Board of Education
Policy 8080 Responsible Use of Technology, Digital Tools, and Social
Media, specifically Standard E. Student Use-Technology, which states
that “HCPSS permits students to bring personal technology devices to
school, according to the following rules:

● Middle Schools – Students:

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FV6VxBQwCldEtsGbZ-RVozQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRopIBNP0QhaHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwLmhjcHNzLm9yZy90ZWNobm9sb2d5VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpmu81Mw2ZuXzfAUhRsaXNhX3NtaXRoQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7C55c5c817921f48b5e54d08dcc05562a5%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638596720198856196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fu8M2hJVZbtSCEt5hwNebM3d558U2gaK5QGtj4jpSC0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F72BvW_wvYLRt5mpPEsL3TQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRopIBNP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly9wb2xpY3kuaGNwc3Mub3JnLzgwMDAvODA4MC9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCma7zUzDZm5fN8BSFGxpc2Ffc21pdGhAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7C55c5c817921f48b5e54d08dcc05562a5%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638596720198863753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Oc5Nb0Ohc3pi6zq6NV3M5bcuYsFCRr3jhrUG0O7hHQ%3D&reserved=0


○ Students will not use personal technology devices during
non-instructional time, including but not limited to transition between
classes, lunch, recess, or in bathrooms.

A student phone is located in the front office for students to use to call
home if needed. Students can access this phone whenever needed.

SchoolMeals and Free and ReducedMeals

For the 2024-2025 school year, the meal prices are as follows:
breakfast $2.00, lunch $3.30, andmilk $.50. You can access your
student's lunch account here.

Many HCPSS families are eligible to participate in the Free and
Reduced Price Meals (FARMs) program, which provides children with
a wide range of benefits. Families are urged to check their eligibility
and complete the FARMs application as soon as possible. Families
must submit a new application every school year.

Apply for Free and ReducedMeals

Please visit https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/ to apply for Free and
ReducedMeals. Families must submit a new application every school year. If you
have additional questions regarding the FARMs program, please review the FAQ
Section or email foodsvc@hcpss.org.

School Supplies

This is the suggested list for grades 6-8. The list can be found here School
Supply List. On the first day of school, teachers will identify which supplies are
needed for their class. Students will only need a few items on the first day such
as a pen/pencil, folder, and notebook/paper. It is recommended that families
wait to purchase items until students receive specific information from their
student's teacher. Students may bring a water bottle. As a reminder, students
are only permitted to have water in their water bottles; soda, coffee, juice, and
other drinks are not permitted in the hallways or classrooms but can be saved
for lunch.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FZWJN7F8bMbmm_SlnA6FJrw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRopIBNP4RIAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRk9KQk1Jb2xZZkhsN2kxRWJaVjNUSEF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~~&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7C55c5c817921f48b5e54d08dcc05562a5%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638596720198771334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4gj9xbARKhMEoqtQ9SHciok6k9z8zIvYxpmnbrUu64A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FNQFALCM1fFeWX_bKZch5rA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRopIBNP4RKAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmRNVm0xT2ZNbzQzM3V0aU5SNUF2OWd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7C55c5c817921f48b5e54d08dcc05562a5%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638596720198780098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sld6DuFOkCKpC%2FmwzWlVq2vvJoep10Bnh7G30N3n8gE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FfJ2pfqOyE42Y2P0ef5rg5A~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRooNXEP4QVCWh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRlhsUG8zcENnc19tbUxWYlNoNWFqWlF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF--fiZkYXRhPTA1JTdDMDIlN0NhbnRvaW5ldHRlX3JvYmVyc29uJTQwaGNwc3Mub3JnJTdDZjJkMDA1ZjA5NDM3NGRmMWJkMWQwOGRjYmUxMTIyNDMlN0M5NmE5YWM0YzQ3N2U0ZGFkYTJiMjhhZDNmYzQ2NzkwYiU3QzElN0MwJTdDNjM4NTk0MjI4MTQyNTI4MTMyJTdDVW5rbm93biU3Q1RXRnBiR1pzYjNkOGV5SldJam9pTUM0d0xqQXdNREFpTENKUUlqb2lWMmx1TXpJaUxDSkJUaUk2SWsxaGFXd2lMQ0pYVkNJNk1uMCUzRCU3QzAlN0MlN0MlN0Mmc2RhdGE9VUM3Nmdicko1R3A4OTRBcVZJWEFXTm45bSUyRlF0JTJCVXlseXhacnlUZjVWRmMlM0QmcmVzZXJ2ZWQ9MFcHc2Nob29sbUIKZrtEor9mabgQUVIUbGlzYV9zbWl0aEBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7Cac6da95c961441bcdf8008dcbe25f9cf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638594317546829205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vt69RuehQuGnQ15zY0XEOkIar1%2Bc6yMQdwp7kNXFO28%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FSS8Q54DkfMylxFTxgnfblw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRooNXEP4QZCWh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmU2c2lrTFFqT2VBX1pqdmdsRXJXVGd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-_Zmm4EFFSFGxpc2Ffc21pdGhAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7Cac6da95c961441bcdf8008dcbe25f9cf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638594317546841615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gV3gR69mZkLoYHSrAIaE3vhtohI%2FxOCKiyfktyK5E%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FSS8Q54DkfMylxFTxgnfblw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRooNXEP4QZCWh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmU2c2lrTFFqT2VBX1pqdmdsRXJXVGd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-_Zmm4EFFSFGxpc2Ffc21pdGhAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7Cac6da95c961441bcdf8008dcbe25f9cf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638594317546841615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gV3gR69mZkLoYHSrAIaE3vhtohI%2FxOCKiyfktyK5E%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:foodsvc@hcpss.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wS_kjOGLecnX2WX1oPB5Qhrhqjz3tqmXeF8RjMrE6z0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wS_kjOGLecnX2WX1oPB5Qhrhqjz3tqmXeF8RjMrE6z0/edit?usp=sharing


Update Your Family File - by August 26th

All families must update their emergency contact information
annually. While we recognize many of youmay not have any changes,
youmust transition through each screen and click submit at the end
for this task to be completed. The completion of the Family File is
essential to your student’s participation in field trips, dances, and
other fun activities throughout the year. We want DMS to be the first
middle school to have 100% of its families complete this important
task, so visit HCPSS Connect today and click submit on the final
screen!

Once logged in, you will be asked to update or provide the following
information:

● Student Information
● Parent/Guardian Contact
● Emergency Contacts
● Medical Information
● Arrival/Dismissal Procedures and Transportation Options
● Photo Approval
● Data Confidentiality
● Student Creative Work Approval
● PTA/PTSA Directory

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (ENGLISH)

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (SPANISH)

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (KOREAN)

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FCnGb409bCwL5oPhOd-rCGQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRms6ljP0QeaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2Nvbm5lY3QvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpkyeN10mQ2qxQuUhRsaXNhX3NtaXRoQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7Clisa_smith%40hcpss.org%7Cdeb00e257b8c4bdbe83f08db9831b2a6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638271111443938656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ByQHkMeTnb%2BpDryssdbPNoG11S5cG687O7eLXDywcco%3D&reserved=0
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Student Absences

If your student has to be absent from school, please submit a note to
hmsabsence@hcpss.org or send a note in with your child to submit to
the front office.. Absence notes must be received within 5 days of your
student’s return to school or the absence will remain unlawful.

● Students who are absent due to lawful reasons per HCPSS Policy
9010 will be considered Absent excused.

When emailing a note, you will receive an automated message to
verify that your email was received.

Please do not send attendance notes to your child's teachers. If you
have any questions about your child's attendance, please email
hmsabsence@hcss.org

If you would like to request a discretionary absence, please complete
the form found here: Discretionary Absence Request and email it to
hmsabsence@hcpss.org.

Please review the HCPSS Attendance Policy for further information.

Late Arrivals:

● Students will report to the front office to sign in and receive a
pass when arriving late to school.

● Parents must send students in with a note or provide an email
explaining the reason for the late arrival. Students who arrive
late due to lawful reasons per HCPSS Policy 9010 will be
considered Tardy excused.
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Early Dismissals:

● Parents/ Guardians will sign students out from the front office
for early dismissals.

● Parents/Guardians are to show their photo ID upon arrival to
confirm their eligibility to pick up the student in the family file.

● If you know that your student will have an early dismissal ahead
of time, please send in a note or an email letting us know the
time of the dismissal and the name of the person picking the
student up. All attendance communications/questions should be
sent to hmsabsence@hcpss.org

Important News from the Nurse
HCPSS requires a newmedication order form each school year dated
on or after July 1st for all medications, including both prescription
and over-the-counter medications (over-the-counter medications
must be received by the health room in new, unopened containers
and be clearly labeled with the student’s name). The links to the
order forms are below.

● http://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/physician-medication-form.pdf

● https://www.hcpss.org/f/schools/health/epipenorder-careplan.pdf

Important Immunization Requirements for 7th-Grade Students:

Effective the first day of school for the 2024-2025 school year, all
students entering 7th grade are required by the state of Maryland to
have one dose of the Tdap vaccine AND one dose of the
Meningococcal vaccine (MCV4). Many students may have already
received these immunizations, but the Health Roommay not have
the updated immunization record. Please contact your student’s
healthcare provider and email or fax (240-456-0391) an updated
copy of your student’s immunizations to the Health Room. You can
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also schedule an appointment to have your student receive these
immunizations at the Health Department. They provide
immunization opportunities for kids who are not up to date on
school-required vaccinations. Call the Health Department at
410-313-7500 for more information and to schedule a vaccination
appointment for your child.

Medication Drop off reminder:

If your child will need medication during the school year, the attached medication

form must be completed by your doctor or nurse practitioner. Additional forms can be

found on the HCPSS website. If your child will be in band, orchestra, or chorus next

year, consider requesting the doctor to include a "self-carry/self-administer" order for
your child's emergency medications (epipens, inhalers) for extended day and weekend
field trips. Orders for each new school year must be dated on or after July 1. All

medications must be in containers properly labeled with the following information:

● Student Name

● Medication name

● Dosage to be given

● Time and frequency of medication

● Date of medication order

● Prescriber's name

● Expiration date of medication

Over-the-counter medications such as cold, allergy, and headache medications should

be brought to the health room in new, unopened containers.
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*Medications should be delivered to school by a parent/guardian to ensure safe

arrival. Students should not transport medications.

If you have any questions, please contact the HMS health room (410-880-5836)

or email the school health team (christina_toler@hcpss.org ;

karisma_rencher@hcpss.org ).

Academic Dishonesty

Please refer to the Academic Dishonesty Guidance document that has been
created to ensure all students and families are aware of the possible
consequences of Academic Dishonesty. Students at the secondary level will
receive this information in the Student Code of Conduct presentation shared at
the start of the school year.

Community Notices

HCPSS’ Community News and Programs website makes it easy for families to find
educational and recreational resources, events and after-school programs beyond
the school day by non-profit organizations.”

Community organizations requesting their announcements be shared in school
newsletters should visit community-programs.hcpss.org for more information.
Questions should be directed to the Public Information Office at
publicinfo@hcpss.org.
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