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IMPORTANT DATES

HMS Bulletin
December 15, 2023

December 18:  High School Course Registration opens (see below for more details)

December 19: HMS Chorus Concert, 7pm @ Atholton HS

December 20:  HMS PTA Spirit Day at Tampico Grill from 11am - 9pm

December 25 - January 1: Winter Break - Schools and Offices Closed

January 11: HMS Spelling Bee Competition - 6pm @ HMS Media Center

January 16: High School Registration Closes

January 18:  (snow date) HMS Spelling Bee Competition

January 23: New Student & Rising 6th grade Parent Orientation/Information Night 6pm-7pm

January 25: Family Engagement - How to Support a student with a plan?

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS to Hammond Leaders of the Month!

Samantha Manikin-Rhea, Dominic Ye, Kaitlyn Peplowski, Rylee Willis, Janette Pagan, Ajani
Hawkins, Zaheen Pathan, Dominic Nguyen
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Mrs. Haley's 7th grade ELA class participating in a Socratic Seminar.  This is a literary strategy to
promote student discourse.

Sending a BIG Shout out to Reservoir High School, Atholton High School and Hammond High School for
coming out and talking to our 8th graders today!  Students were engaged and enjoyed learning about their
upcoming high school experience! 
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Attention 8th Grade Students
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Below, is a link to the course scheduling site. This is a great resource as students begin to enter HS course
requests.  

https://sites.google.com/hcpss.org/hahsschedule/home

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fhcpss.org%2Fhahsschedule%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C899bb162ee3c4f75ee8a08dbf86278e3%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638376874049568677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SqOmcEY86BO1jgdh2PF8bekinKEVZ2aQ7IWY14lFi7w%3D&reserved=0
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2024-2025 High School Course Registration Opens Dec. 18

Course registration for the 2024-2025 school year will open for current 8-11 grade students at 8:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 18, 2023, and run through 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024. The high school course
registration process is completed by students each year online in HCPSS Connect Synergy. Schedule
modifications are made in the late winter/early spring, and final student schedules, including class periods and
teachers, are available in late August.

→ Dec. 18, 2023: Registration opens
→ Jan. 16, 2024: Registration closes
→ January-February 2024: Students meet with school counselors to review course requests
→ Spring 2024: Students/families view scheduled courses for 2024-2025 school year
→ August 2024: Prior to start of school year, complete student schedules are available

General information on the high school course registration process can be found on the link below. Please
contact your school counselor with any questions.  https://www.hcpss.org/academics/high-school-course-
registration/

A Memo from the Media Center

If students have any unspent scholastic funds, visit https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/hammondmiddleschool1 to
spend what you have left.

HCPSS Emergency Notification Procedures

As we head into winter weather, families are reminded that in emergency situations (including inclement
weather), information will be shared with the community only through the HCPSS website, email and text, Twitter
and the HCPSS weather hotline. Be sure your Family File is up to date and that you have opted into texts to
receive emergency messages.

Register for Spring 2024 BSAP Saturday Math Academy, Jan. 6

Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, 9 a.m.- until capacity is reached, online registration

All HCPSS students in all levels of math for grades 3 through 12 are invited to participate in the HCPSS Black
Student Achievement Program (BSAP) Saturday Math Academy. Registration will take place online via HCPSS
Connect and remain open until capacity is reached. Class space is limited. Additional program details, including
dates, cost, and payment options, are available online.

FROM THE HMS PTA

Note from the PTA Staff Appreciation Committee:

Hi everyone! 

The holidays are rapidly approaching and we are planning a cookie buffet for the staff! If you are able to donate,
we’d greatly appreciate it! 

STAFF APPRECIATION - DECEMBER 

Event: Cookie Buffet 

We are planning a cookie buffet for the staff! Store bought and homemade cookies of all kinds are welcome! 

All donations must be dropped off in the front office either Tuesday, 12/19 during school hours or Wednesday,
12/20 by 11:00am! 

https://www.hcpss.org/academics/high-school-course-registration/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/high-school-course-registration/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookfairs.scholastic.com%2Fbf%2Fhammondmiddleschool1&data=05%7C01%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C37b87dbef2d24d7946fd08dbf1b1393c%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638369515729077839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lMAZl6DHJ3XKCVRFB8xfmGt8DeOmZIV7YClGc6S31nk%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FvvF-ZkDG_EGCNfAWaSGMtA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnUeakP0R7aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9uZXdzLXBvc3RzLzIwMjMvMTIvYmxhY2stc3R1ZGVudC1hY2hpZXZlbWVudC1wcm9ncmFtLWJzYXAtc2F0dXJkYXktbWF0aC1hY2FkZW15LXNwcmluZy0yMDI0LXByb2dyYW0vVwdzY2hvb2xtQgplaCSzcGXGFKWOUhhrcmlzdGVuX2Fka2luc0BoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7Cdcb698458a8e453bd5ad08dbf683180d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638374815124257570%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=duvQEhUrAmUiRdLwyxt2iVWDj5UOSDx8KnUWDwQbQUI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FvvF-ZkDG_EGCNfAWaSGMtA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnUeakP0R7aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9uZXdzLXBvc3RzLzIwMjMvMTIvYmxhY2stc3R1ZGVudC1hY2hpZXZlbWVudC1wcm9ncmFtLWJzYXAtc2F0dXJkYXktbWF0aC1hY2FkZW15LXNwcmluZy0yMDI0LXByb2dyYW0vVwdzY2hvb2xtQgplaCSzcGXGFKWOUhhrcmlzdGVuX2Fka2luc0BoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7Cdcb698458a8e453bd5ad08dbf683180d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638374815124257570%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=duvQEhUrAmUiRdLwyxt2iVWDj5UOSDx8KnUWDwQbQUI%3D&reserved=0
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As always, we will also be accepting monetary donations via the PTA givebacks link if that is easier for
you! https://hammondms.memberhub.com/store/items/893493?fbclid=IwAR0UFVXiSi04GO1R9X0HoLSmabe-
dY1iTbXfEjgwMLi3dbz1G1847l7Y2qA 

Thank you, as always, for your support and generosity!! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845A5AA2CA20-46835123-hmsdecember

REMINDERS

HMS Spelling Bee Competition - January 11th @ 6pm - HMS Media Center

For more information or to sign up for the Spelling Bee click here: HMS 2024 Spelling Bee
Flyer.pdf 

Student Meal Payments

Families are reminded that HCPSS now uses the LINQ Connect portal for student meal payments; monitoring
their child’s meal account; scheduling automatic recurring payments; setting up low balance alerts; submitting a
Free and Reduced Meals program application; and more. MySchoolBucks meal balances were automatically
transferred to LINQ Connect this summer. Additional information about student meals is available online.

Picking Up Your Child Early

If you are picking up your student early, please be prepared with your photo ID. This is necessary to verify that
you are in our Synergy system and have permission to pick the student up from HMS. If there are any neighbors,
friends, or relatives that may pick up your child in an emergency, please add them through HCPSS Connect and
ensure that they have permission to pick up your child. Anyone that is not listed in Synergy will not be able to
pick up the child. 

Reporting your child's absence
Need to report an absence? Please email your absence notes/questions to: HMSabsence@hcpss.org or send in
a signed parent/guardian note. The email should include the student's name, the parent's name, the date(s) or
period(s) (if absence is a partial day) of the absence, and the reason for the absence. The email must be
received within 5 days of the absence. Requests for changes to attendance submitted after the 5 day deadline
may not be honored.
Please Note: Absences are unexcused until an email or note is received. 

STAY CONNECTED
Families may find it useful to bookmark the following web-pages where information will be continually updated and
posted:

HMS Website
HMS Twitter
HMS Instagram
HCPSS Website
HCPSS News site
HCPSS Help site

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhammondms.memberhub.com%2Fstore%2Fitems%2F893493%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0UFVXiSi04GO1R9X0HoLSmabe-dY1iTbXfEjgwMLi3dbz1G1847l7Y2qA&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C64ba1d86c9d742691bc108dbfd12b6af%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638382029052906498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FEfK4GTlKfwqVsGERvPQwFSxu3WY%2BZcX4M2ZOJBoof0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhammondms.memberhub.com%2Fstore%2Fitems%2F893493%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0UFVXiSi04GO1R9X0HoLSmabe-dY1iTbXfEjgwMLi3dbz1G1847l7Y2qA&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C64ba1d86c9d742691bc108dbfd12b6af%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638382029052906498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FEfK4GTlKfwqVsGERvPQwFSxu3WY%2BZcX4M2ZOJBoof0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F60B0845A5AA2CA20-46835123-hmsdecember&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C64ba1d86c9d742691bc108dbfd12b6af%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638382029052906498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kGUHD8lpHFL1QBCHo2bdXjEbbAvzeeFR4GRKvcRLlcw%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
mailto:HMSabsence@hcpss.org
https://hms.hcpss.org/
https://twitter.com/hcpss_hms
https://www.instagram.com/hcpss_hms/
https://www.hcpss.org/
https://news.hcpss.org/
https://help.hcpss.org/
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 Reservoir HS Dance Placement Auditions

 Dance Placement Auditions will be held in the dance studio on Friday,
Jan. 12th from 4:30-6:30. Students should wear dance attire   (leotard,
tank top or shirt & leggings) and secure hair away from face.  Upon
arrival, students will complete an audition form, receive a   number
sticker and enter the studio to stretch.  The audition process is broken
down into three rounds:  across the floor, modern   combination, jazz
combination.  Students will be placed in the most appropriate class for
their level of tech after each round.  Some   students will not need to
stay for the entire process.  Those with more dance experience should
expect to remain for all three rounds   which usually end between
6:15-6:30. All students may registration for Dance 1 without
participating in the audition process.  Any   students planning on
attending auditions should put Dance 1 on their schedule, any
corrections to incoming freshman schedules will   be made through
RHS Student Services.

Free Life Skills Classes for HoCo Kids (Grades 6-9)

January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13, 20, 27, and March 5, 2024 • 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

HC DrugFree is providing another series of FUN and interactive skills-based classes designed to promote
positive health and personal development. This curriculum was designed for students in  grades 6 to 9, but
for slightly younger or older students, we will consider each request. Taught by college students with assistance
of high schoolers who act as mentors and role models, this innovative series uses developmentally appropriate,
collaborative learning strategies so students will learn skills that have been shown to help resist high-risk
behaviors. The curriculum is designed to strengthen student's social skills, personal self-management skills,
substance resistance skills, and more! Learn more and register: https://tinyurl.com/LifeSkillsSpring24

HC DrugFree's Teen Advisory Council

Next meeting: Monday January 8 • 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Howard County Teens! Are you ready to stand out? HC DrugFree invites all Howard County students in grades
8-12 to join the HC DrugFree Teen Advisory Council (TAC). TAC members are student leaders who earn
community service hours while developing life skills to make healthy choices and prepare for life after middle and
high school. TAC provides a meaningful way for students to volunteer in the community and MAKE A
DIFFERENCE all while building a powerful resume for job and college applications! Now accepting registrations
for the this school year. Learn more and register: https://tinyurl.com/HCDrugFreeTAC or
email admin@hcdrugfree.org

Coat Drive

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FLifeSkillsSpring24&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7Cec5279ac81e147bd9a5408dbfb0d1413%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638379805880529155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8G4Oinuh%2FyUzDbbWNQS1BxRRK9TQ2uJejS2ddsYboY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhcdrugfree.org%2Fteen-advisory-council%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR11kKa4gjn2fUytbEiOoenJw24cLqp7oebc9xjS-pmy_0zLcfJM3yomD9o&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7Cec5279ac81e147bd9a5408dbfb0d1413%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638379805880685475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DLp6eaA59ZWyHv2oDrYsz5Sd16BEynC9sa3bIZKV%2BIY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:admin@hcdrugfree.org
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Please visit the Community News and Programs page on the HCPSS website for announcements of upcoming
events and programs sponsored by non-profit organizations.

Hammond Middle School | 8100 Aladdin Drive, Laurel, MD 20723 | (410) 880-5830 | hms.hcpss.org

https://community-programs.hcpss.org/
http://hms.hcpss.org/
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