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IMPORTANT DATES

HMS Bulletin
February 14, 2024

February 19:  President's Day - School Closed

February 29:  Family Engagement Night - Literacy Night

March 1:  First Day of Women's History Month

March 4-5:  Tentative 8th Grade MISA

March 10:  Daylight Saving Time starts

March 13:  Professional Work & Wellness Day - Schools Close 3 Hours Early

March 14: Pi Day

March 25-28:  Spring Break, School Closed

March 29 - April 1: Spring Break, Schools & Offices Closed

April 9:  End of Third Marking Period

April 10:  Professional Work Day - Schools closed for students 

April 17:  Report Cards Issued (electronically)

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Last week, was National School Counseling Week.  We were excited to recognize Ms. Sheffield and
Ms. Moravec!  We are extremely grateful for their positive impact on students, the school climate, and
our community. They care deeply for students and they are committed to helping them however they
may need it.Thank you for everything you do!  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following band, orchestra, and chorus students who
prepared to perform at the HCPSS Secondary Solo & Ensemble Festival on Saturday,
February 27. Thank you representing HMS with pride!

Solos:

Janine Chen, Clarinet
Erin Han, Flute
Lucy Pinel, Horn
Tian Zhang, Piano
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Rex Fosnacht, Trumpet
Nathania Ermiyas, Piano
Patrick Qiu, Piano
Aika Pierre, Viola
Eliana Gregory, Violin
Audrey Diep, Violin
Henry Alfonso, Voice
Makayla Martin, Voice
Kyra Mason, Voice
Henry String, Voice

Ensembles:

Tracy Tanner, Percussion & Kaylee Allen, Flute
Jenna Seifert, Flute & Merrit Lewis, Voice
Aaron Zick, Trombone, Justin Do, Euphonium & Camden Kruzic, Baritone Saxophone
Kyra Mason, Trumpet, Ian Fieldsend, Trumpet, & Carlitos Alfonso, Trumpet
Chandler Ren, Tuba, Eyoel Mesay, Trumpet, & Tingxuan Zhang, Piano
Alyssandra Cullum, Voice & Ellie Newberger, Voice
Nathania Ermiyas, Viola & Grace Cao, Viola
Audrey Diep, Violin & Morgan Porter, Viola
Sydney Coleman, Violin, Ryan Hanley, Violin, Dominic Nguyen, Viola; Keefer Garthoff,
Cello & James Heine, Bass

Attention Current 6th and 7th Grade Families: 

Middle school course registration - for the selection of a yearlong fine arts class and an additional
elective class for the 2024-2025 school year - will be available online through 4pm tomorrow,
Wednesday, February 14th.

Attention 8th Grade Famlies

Dear families of HMS 8th graders, 

Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare, is an anchor text in our Love and Friendship unit, and it is
our students’ first experience with Shakespeare’s plays.  Though many students might be intimidated
by Shakespeare’s language at first, we have learned that when students see the words come alive in
a performance, their perceptions change. We know that once students have seen the play, and
performed some of it themselves, their confidence soars. 

That’s why we are so excited to arrange this field trip for students to see the play performed live by
professional actors, in a venue that recreates elements of the Globe Theater. 

For this field trip on April 19, 2024, students will travel to downtown Baltimore for the performance.
 We’ll return in time for students to have lunch at school.  Ask your student for the yellow permission
slip distributed in ELA class. 

The signed permission slip and $33.25 fee must be turned in to your child’s ELA teacher by Friday,
March 8, 2024. Form: CSC field trip form.pdf 

Payment can be in the form of cash (exact change, please), check, or online. View the field trip form
for details.  To pay online, you can use this link: https://osp.osmsinc.com/p/DA023-90

Questions?  Contact Cecilia Haley at cecilia_haley@hcpss.org

https://asp.schoolmessenger.com/hcpss/emailattachment.php?id=54476&caid=66604&name=CSC%20field%20trip%20form.pdf
https://osp.osmsinc.com/HowardMD/BVModules/ProductTemplates/Bvc2013/Product.aspx?productid=DA023-90
mailto:cecilia_haley@hcpss.org
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Sincerely, 

Cecilia Haley and Rachael LaVoy, 
8th Grade English Language Arts

Hammond Middle School Line Dancing Intramural

Each week you'll learn and practice multiple line dances, like the Wobble, Cupid Shuffle, Cha Cha
Slide, and many more.  Get ready to move to the beat and have some fun dancing with friends. All
skill levels welcome!
 
Have your folks complete and return the form below before our first meeting.  Return the form to the
front office or Ms. Haley by 2/1/24.  

This activity will be open to the first 20 students who return permission forms.

Intramural Permission Slip: Line Dancing Permission Slip 2024.pdf 

HMS Boys to Men - Girls to Women Mentoring Program

We are excited to invite you to particpate in Boys to Men or Girls to Women program after school! 
Students will participate in group activities and discourse led and facilitated by an Adult Mentor.  All
studen voices are welcome and heard.  Mentors and HMS students are interested in learning more
about you and supporting you both in and outside the academic area.

Permission Slip: Boys 2 Men Girls 2 Women Permission Slip.pdf 

Atholton High School Future Raiders: Fall Athletics Meeting February 15th

Hello future Raiders! The athletic department at Atholton High School will be hosting a general fall
athletics meeting on Feb 15th at 7pm in the Atholton HS cafeteria. This meeting is for parents and
students. Come find out what high sports are all about, tryout dates, and meet the fall coaches.  Fall

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FhuRRVXh6ALnBYfGm7ms56g~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnlVClP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPXV6R1J3dVBVSE5VJm1hbD02YjBjYWUyZjIwYTcwNTMzYzc3Yjc0MGZkYzYyYzkwMjNjNjUzYjlmYTJlM2RjNzdhOGMwNjM2MjEyMzEzZDEyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgplryUdtGWyHSFNUhhrcmlzdGVuX2Fka2luc0BoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7C0296c88b8d454606774d08dc1eb1a955%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638418995602320634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RtwlceX%2Fp4gRfO32lFs%2BfTglpso8cXSuaRhQUNl55Mw%3D&reserved=0
https://asp.schoolmessenger.com/hcpss/emailattachment.php?id=54337&caid=66451&name=Boys%202%20Men%20Girls%202%20Women%20Permission%20Slip.pdf
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sports include field hockey, volleyball, football, boys/girls’ cross country, boys/girls’ soccer,
cheerleading, and boys/girls’ golf. We hope you can make it.

Calling all parents and children! 

Join us for a day filled with eco-friendly fun and education at Hammond High School's 10th Annual
Green Fest! Celebrate our commitment to a greener, more sustainable future on Saturday, February
24th, from 10 am to 1 pm.

What to Expect:
Exciting eco-friendly activities for kids and adults
Informative displays showcasing environmental initiatives
Prizes and giveaways
A vibrant community atmosphere

Special Program by Howard County Library:
The Howard County Library is thrilled to host a special program just for kids during the event! Spark
your child's curiosity with entertaining and educational activities that promote environmental
awareness.

Why Attend?
Foster a love for nature in your children
Learn about sustainable practices for your family
Connect with like-minded individuals in our community
Support Hammond High School's commitment to environmental education

Location:
Hammond High School
8800 Guilford Road, Columbia, MD 21046

Save the date, bring your family, and be part of the green movement! Together, let's make a positive
impact on our environment.

See you at the 10th Annual Green Fest – where sustainability meets celebration! 

The Reservoir High School Cheerleading program is looking to add NEW talent to our JV and
Varsity TEAMS.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uwzU8WpYVdozd9A8X_HUyaFfkmydBVqVsiT7U9_1O0Q/edit?
usp=sharing

https://forms.gle/AF7a62dehrssaZKc8

REMINDERS

Quarter 2 Report Cards

Quarter 2 report cards became available on Monday, February 5th in HCPSS Connect
Synergy.  Instructions on how to access report cards are available online.

Drop Off Reminders

Students should not be dropped off prior to 8:10am. School staff do not report for duty until then.
Therefore, their is no adult supervision.

Thank you for your support and cooperation

Car Pool Drop off and Pick-up

The end of the HMS/HES upper parking lot requires merging.  Please be mindful and courteous to
alternate cars to form a single line when exiting to prevent and accident. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1uwzU8WpYVdozd9A8X_HUyaFfkmydBVqVsiT7U9_1O0Q%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C3176911aaa374eb6ccb308dc27483f2c%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638428438476022039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F5sWPSzzUXY%2BdREaP2xJXKDyCk9KNM1crv31sgpGsro%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1uwzU8WpYVdozd9A8X_HUyaFfkmydBVqVsiT7U9_1O0Q%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C3176911aaa374eb6ccb308dc27483f2c%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638428438476022039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F5sWPSzzUXY%2BdREaP2xJXKDyCk9KNM1crv31sgpGsro%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FAF7a62dehrssaZKc8&data=05%7C02%7CKristen_Adkins%40hcpss.org%7C3176911aaa374eb6ccb308dc27483f2c%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638428438476039448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Be047ri9%2FANF%2FinJkoiV%2FeCXPdDDL7r5LByy%2FD%2FSWn4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FzyXH5KxtuaamlbHrjyVaTQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnm-V4P0RFaHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9ob3ctY2FuLWktYWNjZXNzLW15LWNoaWxkcy1yZXBvcnQtY2FyZHMtb25saW5lVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpluvixumUyTAWCUhhrcmlzdGVuX2Fka2luc0BoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7C41fbeabab3a549ea8e9b08dc229de685%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638423308789282739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jqFopE1x6GGFy6sM5WtnThXgo1YkMfID5YzTxYzbUlU%3D&reserved=0
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Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 

HCPSS Emergency Notification Procedures

As we head into winter weather, families are reminded that in emergency situations (including
inclement weather), information will be shared with the community only through the HCPSS website,
email and text, Twitter and the HCPSS weather hotline. Be sure your Family File is up to date and that
you have opted into texts to receive emergency messages.

Reporting your child's absence
Need to report an absence? Please email your absence notes/questions to: HMSabsence@hcpss.org
or send in a signed parent/guardian note. The email should include the student's name, the parent's
name, the date(s) or period(s) (if absence is a partial day) of the absence, and the reason for the
absence. The email must be received within 5 days of the absence. Requests for changes to
attendance submitted after the 5 day deadline may not be honored.
Please Note: Absences are unexcused until an email or note is received. 

STAY CONNECTED
Families may find it useful to bookmark the following web-pages where information will be continually
updated and posted:

HMS Website
HMS Twitter
HMS Instagram
HCPSS Website
HCPSS News site
HCPSS Help site

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F4OVps1BT5X-aP9KQ5umRRA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnZux2P4SXAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRm52RTdWMnNsRTlxYXp5LWlRVHlsSmd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-&data=05%7C02%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7Ca81561de62bf4ef70dbd08dc030ae9d0%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638388592653368939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yX2E69EFbgpvbdWcNGJgKVfgYw98ZplBbXmobxeN6%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FULQ6VKl4Ta7-hODY_8Z9Jg~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnZux2P4SJAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRkxSNV9qTDdqdmFZcWxIZ3E2c2lueXd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~~&data=05%7C02%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7Ca81561de62bf4ef70dbd08dc030ae9d0%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638388592653368939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2JHytZpQquvK1Ku1bnA%2FZxtWaCDWmBg3y032fdIqw6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FQhWWI6E9SgW6n3NiwRfptA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRnZux2P4RLAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmlPNkNVb0JfM3NHU3ZpRi16ZVdDY2d-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-_a4hWWTnpkJUhhrcmlzdGVuX2Fka2luc0BoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Ckristen_adkins%40hcpss.org%7Ca81561de62bf4ef70dbd08dc030ae9d0%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638388592653368939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hen6tQEoX8ZZf71IN5SIItsYlccAawOEG4kUz%2BGCv4Y%3D&reserved=0
mailto:HMSabsence@hcpss.org
https://hms.hcpss.org/
https://twitter.com/hcpss_hms
https://www.instagram.com/hcpss_hms/
https://www.hcpss.org/
https://news.hcpss.org/
https://help.hcpss.org/
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HCASC Monthly Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,Mt. Hebron High School

Middle and high school students are invited to attend the Howard County Association of Student
Councils (HCASC) February General Assembly. Students may attend in person or online through
student HCPSS accounts using Google Meet Code: hcasc-ga.

2024 Summer Programs Registration Opens February 15 at 6 p.m.: Synergy online enrollment
requests for currently enrolled HCPSS students will open February 15 at 6 p.m. for the Innovative
Pathways High School (math and Science courses only), STARTALK Chinese Language Summer
Camp, and Summer Math Scholars programs. Updates for the BSAP Summer Institute and G/T
Summer Institutes for Talent Development will be shared on February 16.

Families can find up-to-date course information and enrollment directions on the Summer Programs
web pageLinks to an external site.. Direct questions to the individual program office.

Innovative Pathways High School (IPSummer@hcpss.org)

STARTALK Chinese Language Summer Camp (STARTALK@hcpss.org)

Summer Math Scholars Program (MathScholars@hcpss.org)

https://www.hcpss.org/summer-programs/
https://www.hcpss.org/summer-programs/
mailto:IPSummer@hcpss.org
mailto:STARTALK@hcpss.org
mailto:MathScholars@hcpss.org
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Please visit the Community News and Programs page on the HCPSS website for announcements of
upcoming events and programs sponsored by non-profit organizations.

Hammond Middle School | 8100 Aladdin Drive, Laurel, MD 20723 | (410) 880-5830 | hms.hcpss.org

https://community-programs.hcpss.org/
http://hms.hcpss.org/
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