
Hammond Middle School Summer Bulletin
August 2, 2024

Dear HMS Families,

I hope this message finds you well and that you and your family are having a

wonderful summer break. As we prepare to welcome our students back to

school, we wanted to share some important updates and information to ensure

a smooth transition into the new school year.

Welcome New Staff to HMS!

Help us welcome the newest HMS Staff!

Ms. Laurentee Bernard - Science

Ms. Donielle Chase-Mercer - PPW

Mr. Kyle Curasi - PE

Ms. Mary Lasher - French/Spanish

Ms. Morgan Mayers - Orchestra



Ms. Melana Parker - Teacher Secretary

Ms. Melinda Raglin - Health

Mr. Josiah Simpson - English

Ms. Catherine Tignetti - Social Studies

Mr. Eric Wall - Social Studies

Ms. Mialissa Tompkins - Social Studies

Change of address
This is a reminder to all families that they are required by Policy 9000 to notify HCPSS if they
move to a new home address. Current residency documentation must be updated each time
residency changes.

Important News from the Nurse

HCPSS requires a newmedication order form each school year dated on or after

July 1st for all medications, including both prescription and over-the-counter

medications (over-the-counter medications must be received by the health

room in new, unopened containers and be clearly labeled with the student’s

name). The links to the order forms are below.

● http://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/physician-medication-form.pdf

● https://www.hcpss.org/f/schools/health/epipenorder-careplan.pdf

Important Immunization Requirements for 7th-Grade Students:

Effective the first day of school for the 2024-2025 school year, all students

entering 7th grade are required by the state of Maryland to have one dose of the

https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9000/
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Tdap vaccine AND one dose of the Meningococcal vaccine (MCV4). Many

students may have already received these immunizations, but the Health Room

may not have the updated immunization record. Please contact your student’s

healthcare provider and email or fax (240-456-0391) an updated copy of your

student’s immunizations to the Health Room. You can also schedule an

appointment to have your student receive these immunizations at the Health

Department. They provide immunization opportunities for kids who are not up

to date on school-required vaccinations. Call the Health Department at

410-313-7500 for more information and to schedule a vaccination appointment

for your child.

If you have any questions, please contact the HMS health room (410-880-5836)

or email the school health team (christina_toler@hcpss.org;

karisma_rencher@hcpss.org).





Update Your Family File

All families must update their emergency contact information annually. While we

recognize many of you may not have any changes, you must transition through each

screen and click submit at the end for this task to be completed. The completion of the

Family File is essential to your student’s participation in field trips, dances, and other fun

activities throughout the year. We want DMS to be the first middle school to have 100%

of its families complete this important task, so visit HCPSS Connect today and click

submit on the final screen!

Once logged in, you will be asked to update or provide the following information:

● Student Information

● Parent/Guardian Contact

● Emergency Contacts

● Medical Information

● Arrival/Dismissal Procedures and Transportation Options

● Photo Approval

● Data Confidentiality

● Student Creative Work Approval

● PTA/PTSA Directory

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (ENGLISH)

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (SPANISH)

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (KOREAN)
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School Supplies

This is the suggested list for grades 6-8. The list can be found here School Supply List . On

the first day of school, teachers will identify which supplies are needed for their class on the

first day of school. It is recommended that families wait to purchase items until students

receive specific information from their student's teacher.

6th Grade and New Student Orientation

HMS will hold a new student orientation on August 22nd from 1 pm to 2:30 pm.

During this time, 6th-grade students will meet with their advisory teacher to receive

their schedule, and their locker assignment, as well as learn a little about the

expectations of the first day of school. Our new students entering 7th and 8th grade

will meet with their school counselor to be welcomed to the school. Families will also

meet the Administrative team to hear about the transition to middle school.

Any student who can not attend the orientation can access their schedule and locker

assignment online. They will also have an opportunity to practice their locker and walk

their schedule on the first day of school.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the school.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wS_kjOGLecnX2WX1oPB5Qhrhqjz3tqmXeF8RjMrE6z0/edit?usp=sharing


Returning 7th/8th Open House (August 22nd from 3 pm - 4 pm)

Students returning to HMS in grades 7 or 8 will have an opportunity to stop by the

school to walk their schedule and access their locker. This is a self-guided

opportunity as there is no formal presentation. This is not a drop-off event. Students

should be in the building with a responsible adult. The event will end promptly at 4

p.m.

If a student isn’t able to make the orientation or the open house, please do not worry.

All information and opportunities will be reviewed with students during the first week

of school.

Transportation

For families that receive bus transportation, bus stop information for the 2024-2025

school year will be available by mid-August and can be accessed online via the Bus

Stop Locator or HCPSS Connect Synergy under More Options and then Homeroom /

Transportation / POS. Families will be notified by email and the HCPSS website when

the information is available.

For families that do not receive bus transportation, if your child will be walking or

riding their bike to school, I encourage you to take time now to familiarize your child

with their route to and from school. Map out and walk the route between your home

and school to ensure all roads, sidewalks, and pathways are familiar to your child. In

addition, review crosswalks and intersections that are safe for crossing the road if

required and review safe pedestrian tips links to an external site. with your student. If

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FbfugGmkNJqaDOIXYkcXvEg~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRmrk8AP0RFaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vcm9hZC1zYWZldHkvI3BlZGVzdHJpYW5zVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpkyoAbzWR590AaUhRMSVNBX1NNSVRIQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7CLISA_SMITH%40HCPSS.ORG%7C08f01b44849242b177f708db9500e134%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638267603244743006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FtG%2BlNrx1JYs6S0juvTw8fJU0S1%2FigLTxmqEB0Qu4r8%3D&reserved=0


you encounter any issues regarding safety as you walk these routes with your student,

please contact the HCPSS Office of Student TransportationLinks to an external site. to

make HCPSS staff aware.

FREE AND REDUCEDMEALS

Please visit https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/ to apply for Free and

Reduced Meals. Families must submit a new application every school year. During the

first 30 school days, students with free and reduced-price meal eligibility from the

prior school year will be carried over.

Any student who has not filled out an application up to the 30th school day will have

their prior year status changed to full pay status until a new application is received.

If you have additional questions regarding the FARMs program, please review the FAQ

Section or email foodsvc@hcpss.org.
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CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Cell phone use is a popular topic among middle school students. Policy 8080 states:

Middle Schools – Students:

1. Students will not use personal technology devices during non-instructional

time, to include but not limited to transition between classes, lunch, recess, or

in bathrooms.

All cell phones must be silenced and put away upon entering the building. Students

may carry their phone, but it must be silent and it may not be used during the day. We

recommend that students place cell phones in their lockers in order to minimize the

temptation to have them out during the school day. We also have a student phone in

the front office that students may use when needed to contact their family.

August 15 - Staff Returns



August 22 - New Student Orientation 1 to 2:30

Open House⅞ grade 3 to 4

August 26 - First Day of School

September 2 - Labor Day (School’s Closed)

September 5 - Back to School Night

September 18 - 3hr Early Dismissal for Students

September 25 - Picture Day




